
USCG LOCAL NOTICE TO MARINERS: Sail Boston 250 

Dates of Event: July 10, 2026 – July 16, 2026 

Location: Boston Inner and Outer Harbor 

The U.S. Coast Guard is establishing multiple temporary Regulated Navigation Areas, Security and 

Safety Zones, Spectator Areas, and temporarily suspending certain anchorage grounds in Boston 

Harbor to ensure the safety of life on navigable waters during the Sail Boston 250 event. 

Security Zones & Mandatory Standoff Distances 

Strict security zones are in place around participating naval vessels. Entering these zones requires 

direct authorization from the Captain of the Port (COTP) or their designated representative. 

Foreign Naval Vessels 

Mandatory Standoff Distance: 100-yard radius 

Enforcement Period: July 11, 2026 – July 16, 2026 

U.S. Naval Vessels 

Minimum Speed necessary to maintain course: 500-yard radius 

Mandatory Standoff Distance: 100-yard radius  

Enforcement Period: July 11, 2026 – July 16, 2026 

Safety Zones & Mandatory Standoff Distances 

Participating Tall Ships 

While anchored in Broad Sound: 100-yard radius 

Mandatory Standoff Distance During Parade of Sail: 1000-yards ahead and 200 yards on each side 

Mandatory Standoff Distance while moored in various locations throughout the port of Boston: 25-

yard radius 

Enforcement Period: July 10, 2026 – July 16, 2026 

Note: * The Captain of the Port (COTP) will make notification of the exact names of the vessels in 

advance of each enforcement period for the security zone to the local maritime community through 

the Local Notice to Mariners (LNMs) and Broadcast Notices to Mariners (BNMs). 

Fireworks Display Zones 

The Fan Pier Fireworks Display Zone will be in effect on July 11, 2026, and July 15, 2026, from 

9:15 PM to 9:35 PM as cited in 33 CFR 165.119.  All U.S. navigable waters of Boston Harbor 

within a 700-foot radius of the fireworks barge in approximate position 42°21’23.2” N 071°02’26” 

W (NAD 1983), located off the Fan Pier, South Boston, MA. 

 

 

 

 



Spectator Areas & General Restrictions 

Spectator Areas:  

Multiple designated spectator areas are available on a first-come, first-served basis starting at 11:59 

p.m. on July 10. Strict vessel size and type restrictions apply to each area (e.g., less than 45 ft, Deep 

Draft only, Inspected and Uninspected only, etc.). Mariners are reminded once anchored in a 

spectator area you will be required to remain in position until the final Tall Ship is moored. 

 

Tall Ship Viewing Traffic Pattern Regulated Area:  

This Regulated Navigation Area will be enforced from 4 p.m. July 11, 2026 until 8 a.m. on July 16, 

2026, and includes all the waters of the Boston Harbor to include all waters west of a line drawn 

from the monument at Castle Island to the Logan Airport Security Zone Buoy “24”, and then to 

land in approximate position 42°20’28”N, 71°00’27”W, including the Reserved Channel to the 

Summer Street retractile bridge, the Charles River to the Gridley Locks at the Charles River Dam, 

the Mystic River at the Alford Street Bridge, and the Chelsea River to the McArdle Bridge During 

the effective period, vessel operators transiting through the regulated area shall proceed in a 

counterclockwise direction at no wake speeds not to exceed 5 knots, unless otherwise authorized by 

the Captain of the Port (COTP). Vessels shall stay generally as far to the starboard side of the 

channel as is safe and practical.   See 33 CFR 100.T0199-0707 for the Traffic Pattern Regulated 

Area boundaries for additional information on this Regulated Area. 

 

Anchorage Suspensions:  

Mariners are advised that several federal anchorage grounds (including Anchorage 1 – Bird Island 

Anchorage, Anchorage 2 – President Roads Anchorage, Anchorage 3 – Long Island Anchorage, 

Anchorage 4 – Castle Island Anchorage, and Anchorage 5 – Explosive Anchorage) are temporarily 

suspended from July 11, 2026, through July 16, 2026. Vessels wishing to anchor in a suspended 

ground may be able to do so if the anchorage is not being used by event participant or spectator 

vessels, and the Coast Guard gives authorization to anchor there. To request authorization, contact 

Sector Boston on VHF-FM Channel 12 or at (833) 449-0539. 

Additional Information & Resources 

This notice provides a basic operational summary. For exact GPS coordinates, complete vessel size 

restrictions for spectator areas, and comprehensive regulatory guidelines, all mariners must review 

the full documentation available on Regulations.gov. 

 

You may view available documents regarding the Temporary Final Rule for Sail Boston 250, at 

Regulations.gov or by searching docket number USCG-2025-0707 at Regulations.gov.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.regulations.gov/document/USCG-2025-0903-0291


Marine Safety Information Bulletin (MSIB): The Coast Guard will be releasing an MSIB detailing 

specific phases and requirements of this operation. Mariners are directed to read the MSIB for 

operational clarity. 

Communications: Monitor VHF-FM Channel 16 for updates from the Event Patrol Commander 

(PATCOM). 

For additional information mariners may contact LCDR Jessica Hull Sector Boston Waterways 

Management Branch Chief at Jessical.L.hull@uscg.mil or Mr. Timothy Chase at 

Timothy.w.chase@uscg.mil. 
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